en 


{ - ju ie ’ , = 
peas a lhe ‘A Ly —~ Wey ay i Cc 
2) | ov = | an: 


| Ara CORTES NATURE CONSERVANCY 


VOLUME 4, NO, 2 CONNECTICUT CHAPTER NEWSLETTER MAY, 1965 


Conservation no longer consists of isolated 
problems such as air and water pollution, water 
supplies, floods, land and water use, hydroelectric 
power, open space, wildlife preservation, urban and 
rural planning, Conservation now applies to at- 
taining and preserving quality in the entire envi- 
ronment for multi-use. A broad cooperative effort, 
intrastate as well as interstate, is necessary if 
we are to meet the needs of people, 

Excerpt from a speech given by 
Dr. A, J. W, Scheffey of the 
University of Massachusetts 


NOTICE OF THE SPRING FIELD MEETING 


The next general membership PROGRAM: 
meeting for the Connecticut Chapter Tour in the morning: This will be 


will be held as noted below. All 
members, guests and friends are in- 
vited to participate in part or all 
of this day's interesting program. 


TIME: Saturday, May 15, 1965 at 
10:30 AM 


PLACE: Trailside Museum of the 
Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Inc., Mystic, Connecticut 


Directions: 


Take I-95 to the Route 27 exit 
at Mystic; turn North on Route 
27 and proceed 1/2 mile to 
Jerry Brown Road; turn right 
(east) and follow Jerry Brown 
Road one mile to the first road 
on the right. Turn right on 
Pequot=sepos Road and proceed 
1/2 mile to the Sanctuary par- 
king lot. All turns are marked 
by signs to the Sanctuary. 


to the Barn Island Marsh complex 
and an opportunity to view the Barn 
Island Natural Area, Under the 
leadership of knowledgeable guides 
we have an opportunity to view 
much by way of interesting plant 
and wildlife, (Bring adequate 
foot-gear for walking on a wet 
marsh, ) 


Luncheon at 12:30 PM at the Museum. 
Bring your own box lunch, Hot cof- 
fee will be provided. 


Speaker: Immediately following 
lunch we will have the pleasure of 
an informative talk given by Atty. 
Russell Brenneman on ''Conservation 
Trusts and Easements", in which he 
will compare the relative utility 
of these two forms of land holding. 
Informal discussion will follow. 


Business Meeting: The remainder of 
the afternoon will be taken up with 
varied items of business. 


A CONNECTICUT NATURE PRESERVES SYSTEM 


The movement to save natural areas 
began many years ago. Efforts of a 
relatively few farsighted persons re= 
sulted in parks in most states. Though 


often originated to preserve outstanding 


scenic and natural features, legisla- 
tion governing these parks was usually 
done in general terms, Today the 
pressures of increased population, 
leisure time, mobility end wealth have 
brought great demands upon these parks 
with ever increasing portions of the 
parks being converted to intensive 
recreational use, Also additional 
park land is being taken for highway 
construction, 


It is apparent that if we are to 
preserve natural areas, more sophis-~ 
ticated planning and more stringent 
protective features are necessary. A 
bill to create a state system of 
nature preserves and a State Nature 
Preserves Advisory Board is now pen= 
ding in the Connecticut General 
Assembly. It has been endorsed by 
the Executive Committee of our Chap= 
ter. In addition, the Forest and Park 
Association, Inc, and the Connecticut 
Association of Conservation Commissions, 
Inc., at their Annual Meetings, endor- 
sed the creation of a state system of 
nature preserves. A State System of 
Nature Preserves would compliment and 
supplement the work of organizations 
such as ours which help to preserve 
land in its natural condition for 
scientific and aesthetic purposes. 


One major desirable feature about 
a State System of Nature Preserves is 
that condemnation of a State Nature 
Preserve would not be possible in the 
manner as was done with a portion of 
the Akeley Tract owned merely by The 
Nature Conservancy. It would be neces-= 
sary for both the Nature Preserves 
Advisory Board and the Park and Forest 
Commission to approve any such taking 
of a portion of a Nature Preserve in 
the State System. 


The Nature Preserves Advisory Board 
in no way would replace or take over the 
activities of private groups such as 
our own. The result would be a state 
agency whose principal concern would be 
natural areas, It is anticipated that 
they would be of help to us and that 
we could probably be of some assis- 
tance to them, 


The amendments resulting from se- 
veral conferences held on this bill have 
substituted in place of a new and se- 
parate commission, a Nature Preserves 
Advisory Board consisting of eight mem- 
bers which will operate under and as a 
part of the Park and Forest Commission. 
The eight members are to be appointed 
one each annually by the Park and 
Forest Commission, by the Board of 
Fisheries and Game and by the Geologi- 
cal and Natural History Survey, with 
the remaining five appointed by the 
Governor in staggered five year terms 
to represent state natural resources 
groups, As the Nature Preserves Ad- 
visory Board will work under the Park 
and Forest Commission, many of the 
powers pertaining to real estate in- 
cluding the power of condemnation or 
eminent domain have been eliminated 
in the amendments, 


Copies of the amendments may be 
obtained by writing to the Connecticut 
Citizens Committee for Nature Conser- 
vation, Box 147, Old Mystic, Connec~ 
Eieut, 


WALCOTT PRESERVE = ANSTETT ADDITION 


The final stages of the legal 
steps to complete acquisition of the 
Anstett addition to the Walcott Pre- 
serve (Beckley Bog) in Norfolk, Connec- 
ticut have begun, As soon as the 
legal proceedings have been finished, 

a fund drive to pay off the remaining 
balance is planned. 


OTHER CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES IN CONN, 


There have been many active groups 
working on conservation matters through- 
out our State, The following are some 
which are working in fields of concern 
to us all. 


wx The Save-The=Park Committee, a 
New Haven group hes been concentrating 
efforts on legislation which would pre=- 
vent recurring crises such as have 
arisen with the construction of high=- 
ways through such parks as Bushnell 
Park in Hartford and Hubbard Park in 
Meriden, and now effects East Rock 
Park in New Haven, At least eleven 
bills have been submitted to this 
Session of the State Legislature 
dealing with the problem of highway or 
other encroachment, 


Some require approval of town 
governing boards before a park could be 
taken for a highway; another, the ap- 
roval of the State Park and Forest 
Commission (hoping to give city parks the 
same protection now enjoyed by state 
parks). One proposal has a complex 
administrative then court procedure for 
the taking of park land; another requires 
any condemnation money received to be 
used to purchase other park land; while 
one requires replacement by the highway 
department with land of equal quality 
and location, There is a bill elimina- 
ting the highway department power of 
eminent domain over parks. And other 
bills ask for special boards or people 
to work with the highway department on 
these problems, 


Whatever the results of these many 
bills, the Save~The-Park Committee has 
endeavored to inform many throughout the 
state of our critical park protection 
problem in Connecticut. 


«kk Another group concerned with a 
different conservation problem is the 
Connecticut Valley Action Committee, Inc. 
(CONVAC) a group concerned with the pre- 
servation of the beauty of the Connecticut 
River Valley. However, the concerns 


this group are dealing with in actuality 
effect all of our State. 


One of their efforts has been to get 
effective law made concerning adequate 
control of thermal pollution, Three bills 
are before the State Legislature on this 
matter, the most comprehensive of which 
was introduced by this group. Other 
states have found the need to protect their 
rivers, lakes and streams from excessive 
heat discharges, and with the increased 
occurrence of such in Connecticut 
not only from utility plants but also 
from industry, this becomes a matter of 
grave concern to conservationists. 


Another problem CONVAC is concerned 
with is the increasing march of high ten- 
sion power lines across the face of our 
State. In response to increased demand 
for power, these lines are spreading 
their webs everywhere. It would seem 
that many of these lines could be conso- 
lidated onto single slash laneways or, in 
the case of scenic areas such as the Connec~ 
ticut River Valley, put underground. 


*ek A less formalized, but equally active 
group of citizens in Southeastern Connec- 
ticut have been working to save one of the 
last large open space hillside areas over- 
looking Long Island Sound, This group 

has been trying to preserve the Haley Farm 
site and have it incorporated as part of 
the Bluff Point State Park complex. They 
have been successful in their efforts to 
prevent rezoning which would have allowed 
apartments and now are trying through 
legislation to gain funds enough for the 
state purchase of this 260-odd acres which 
includes open fields, second growth wood= 
lands and ponds as it slopes to a salt 
marsh on the edge of Mumford Cove on 
Fishers Island Sound in Groton, 


*%ek Aton Forest, Inc., a non-profit 
scientific research organization, just 
recently held its second Annual Meeting. 
Aton Forest itself is a 650-acre tract in 
Litchfield County containing a wide 


variety of vegetation cover types. Three- 


(continued on page 6) 


SUMMER CONSERVATION WORKSHOP 


The well-known two-week summer 
conservation workshop will again be 
held this summer under the auspices of 
the Willimantic State College on July 
4 = July 1/7 and will have full use of 
the facilities of the White Memorial 
Foundation in Litchfield County. 


Field studies of natural resources 
going into such studies as geology, 
soil conservation, water problems, plant 
life in relation to agriculture and 
forestry, animal life in relation to 
recreation, hunting and fishing, and 
&@ special study of the problems unique 
to the Connecticut shore, are briefly 
some of the interesting topics covered, 
The relationship of exploding human 
population as related to these matters 
will be integrated into the course. 


Graduate and undergraduate credit 
will be given for the work. Total cost, 
$80.00. For further information write 
to either of the Co-Directors: Dr. 
Raymond Kienholz, University of Connec-~ 
ticut, Storrs, or Dr, William J. Jahoda, 
Willimantic State College, Willimantic. 


RIGHT-OF-WAY STUDY COMMITTEE 


A bill (SB 664) is pending in 
Hartford which will create a study 
committee to prepare regulations for 
vegetation management techniques on 
publicly owned rights-of-way. Proper 
vegetation management techniques can 
greatly beautify rights-of-way as well 
as make them more suitable habitats for 
wildlife, Two years ago a similar bill 
was not passed with the thought that the 
State Board of Pesticide Control would 
act in such a capacity. The State Board 
of Pesticide Control has been fully busy 
dealing with insecticides and has not 
developed regulations for management of 
rights+of-way. The bill should be passed 
this time unless this important subject 
is to go uncontrolled for another two 
years, 


PESTICIDES = GYPSY MOTH AND MAN 


As conservationists we try to filter 
the long-range significant events from 
the short-range glittering events. One 
example of this is our attitude towards 
the gypsy moth. Certainly the gypsy moth 
creates a nuisance for some individuals 
in some instances and even a few trees are 
harmed, Many, if not most, of these events 
are events we would probably prefer not to 
occur, The question is what action, if 
anything, is justified to try to avoid the 
undesirable events, Should we allow chemi- 
cal poisons capable of harming human beings 
to be broadcast wholesale over threatened 
woodlands? Even more should we enact state 
subsidy programs thereby requiring all 
state taxpeyers to pay towards risking 
their own future health? 


Unfortunately Connecticut seems 
headed towards reestablishing the state 
subsidy for use of chemical poisons by 
massive aerial spray programs. 


In addition to this serious chemical 
poison use to try to reduce nuisance 
insects like the gypsy moth, as conserva~ 
tionists we should think hard and long 
about whet is likely to be an inevitable 
and perhaps insoluble dilemma with our 
present course of events, This involves 
the use of chemical poisons in agricul- 
ture to produce food for human consump-= 
tion, All reports are that we could not 
produce food at our present rate if we 
abandoned agricultural use of chemical 
poisons. 


From that beginning, let us project 
into the future 30 or 40 years, Our po=- 
pulation will probebly have doubled, In- 
sects resistant to the milder type of 
chemical poisons are likely to have evol- 
ved, We will then, it appears most likely 
be faced with the hard choice of using 
more poisonous chemicals or produce less 
food, No one knows what the proper answer 
will be as the facts are too uncertain, 


What we do know is that whenever chemi- 
cal poisons are allowed (not to speak of 
subsidized) to be used to kill nuisance in 
sects such as the gypsy moth and, yes the 
mosquito, we are forcing the evolution of 
pesticide resistant insects faster than 
necessary. 


NATURAL RESOURCES COUNCIL OF CONN, 


We are pleased to see renewed ac 
tivity by the Natural Resources Council 
of Connecticut, This agency designed to 
bring together conservation and natural 
resource organizations could serve a 
vital role in the future of our State. 


At the Fourteenth Annual Conser- 
vation Conference in Hartford on April 
26th, Commissioner Joseph N. Gill, of 
the Department of Agriculture and Na- 
tural Resources, called upon the 
Council to be even more effective as 
an information disseminating agency. 
Such a comprehensive approach is 
needed and it is hoped thet the Coun- 
cil will move not only into being a 
disseminator of information but also 
an agency for formulating and deciding 
upon appropriate state conservation 
and natural resource problems, 


Panelist Charles Callison, of the 
National Audubon Society, brought it 
vividly to those attending the Legis- 
lation Panel (one of five concurrent 
panels given) that ours is an exciting 
and encouraging time for conservation. 
President Johnson has given voice to 
many worthwhile conservation themes 
in his February 8, 1965 special mes- 
sage to Congress on natural beauty. 
The awakening on the federal level 
of the urgent need for action on con- 
servation matters is very encouraging 
and it is hoped that it will be an 
impetus for all of us to redouble our 
efforts of the past. 


Illustrative of the activity on 
the federal level were the following 
items. Three of the major conserva- 
tion matters in Congress likely to 
result in legislation were discussed. 
Senate Bill No. 4 will strengthen 
water pollution control, A new Water 
Pollution Control Administration within 
the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare is to be created, Thus 
pollution control functions will be 
given higher level direct attention. 


In addition new powers will be given for 
the first time which will include enforce- 
ment powers to abate pollution in estua- 
rine and offshore waters where pollution 
is causing shellfish products to be con- 
taminated. We all look with anticipation 
to the days when clams, etc. can again 

be taken from the waters of Long Island 
Sound with safety and with official appro- 
val, Funds for assistance in the cost 

of building sewerage treatment plants 

are also included in this bill. 


Secondly, is the House Bill (HR4157) 
to increase funds for research by the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service on the 
pesticide-wildlife relationship as well 
as to require better labeling of packaged 
pesticides to warn of dangers to fish 
and/or wildlife. Isn't it better to be 
doing research on the pesticide-wildlife 
relationship than the pesticide-human 
relationship? 


Third, is the Senate Bill (S21) to 
create a Cabinet-level Water Resources 
Council, This bill also authorizes the 
creation of river basin commissions for 
coordinated planning within a total 
river basin. The bill provides for 
grants to states to help them develop 
comprehensive plans for water and re~ 
lated resources. This seems like the 
type of program needed for the Connec- 
ticut River. 


This just begins to mention the 
highlights of what is happening. The 
willingness of governmental agencies to 
take the comprehensive or ecological 
view of our environment is emerging. 
Many conservationists will want to sup- 
port these efforts which deal so vitally 
with our natural resources. 
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Hope to see YOU 
. at the 
Spring Field Meeting! 


NATURE PRESERVES AS STUDY AREAS = 
BURNHAM BROOK PRESERVE 


Thus far the Connecticut Chapter 
has not been advised of the final de- 
cision concerning pesticide aerial 
spraying for the gypsy moth by the 
Town of East Haddam in which our 
Burnham Brook Preserve is located. Re~ 
cent information indicated that a town 
wide pesticide aerial spray program 
would cost $75,000 and the Town has 
appropriated only $12,000. If spraying 
is done, it would seem that perhaps be- 
cause of limited appropriations our 
Nature Preserve would be untouched and 
thereby would serve as a comparison area. 


Unfortunately, to date no state 
agency has made personnel available for 
such a comparative study and an excellent 
opportunity may be lost because of ine 
sufficient funds being appropriated for 
research, We can and will continue to 
preserve as many control areas as pos= 
sible but it is far beyond our present 
capacity to support the many obvious 
and rewarding studies that could be done 
upon our Natural Areas. 


Some types of programs could be 
carried on by interested local people; 
not all studies need necessarily be done 
by scientists, The Chapter invites sub- 
mission of ideas for studies on the 
Nature Preserves, For example, many of 
our Natural Areas need photographic 
records, Anyone with an interest in 
photography could set up a programmed 
series on a Natural Area. Our Chapter 
Chairman, Mrs, John M. Hamilton, has 
prepared a manual of procedure on this 
subject, Anyone wanting information for 
Such a project might contact Mrs. Hamilton 
for information, Like assistance for 
setting up other types of studies can be 
found among our Chapter members. Docu- 
mented information of an area is always 
of value and definitely adds to the in- 
terest of any Nature Preserve. 


(Editor's Note: Submission of ar- 
ticles concerning our Chapter Natural 
Areas, whether they be about studies or 


about some special occurrence, develop- 
ment or incident, is invited for publi- 
cation in our Chapter Newsletter, News 
of what is occurring on the Chapter's 
preserved lands is always of interest 
to us all.) 
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OTHER CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES 
(con't. from page 3) 


fourths of the land is reserved as a Na- 
tural Area, maintained as free as possible 
from interference from man. The remainder 
is managed under the research program with- 
in its character es wild land. 


Scientific observations date from 1926 
when the first unit was established; in- 
tensive research with emphasis on vegeta- 
tion management was begun in 1946, More 
recently a program of wildlife science has 
been established. 

Because of the need to formalize re- 
search already in progress and to assure 
continuity of the program into the future, 
as well as to communicate scientific fine 
dings to the general public. Aton Forest 
was incorporated in late 1963. 

This ecosystem research station pro- 
mises to make significant contributions to 
ecological and conservation knowledge. 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 


National Office: 

2039 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D, C. 20036 
Connecticut Chapter Chairman: 
Mrs, John M,. Hamilton 

9 Binney Lane 
Old Greenwich, Conn, 


Newsletter Editor: 
Mrs. Richard M. Bowers 
Box 147 
Old Mystic, Conn. 
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